Employment Generated by Cable TV Networks – As on 31 March 2011
Cable TV networks mushroomed in India since 1990 and have brought in a revolution in the country disseminating infotainment to millions of people. Cable Television industry’s contribution to India’s globalisation and speedier growth of economy can not be undermined. Being an audio-visual media it has a reach much beyond the literate world and its impact is immediate.

One of the biggest contributions of Cable television has been its generating the employment of lakhs of people and turning them into a skilled manpower which is now spreading fast into the telecom field. No government help or support from financial institutes has ever been given for this effort. 

Rural area connections account for 35 % of the total connections generating an employment of 5 lakh people. In fact the figure may be much more as many small networks operating in the remote areas do not get reported anywhere.

We are assuming that there are 85 million cable TV households provided by 60000 last mile operators and 7000 headends.   

The following is a summary of employment generated:-

1.  Total 85 million Cable TV subscribers

(a)   Direct employment by LCOs.

(i)  Linemen and Technicians

     10 per 1000 subscribers -                                              Nos. 8.5 lakhs
(ii)  Production Staff         

      Average 3 per network -                                              Nos. 1.80 lakhs
(iii)  Collection and back office staff

       5 per 1000 subscribers -                                             Nos. 4.25 lakhs

                                                                                          --------------------

                                                                          Total       Nos.   14.55 lakhs

(b)   Direct Employment by MSOs – 7000 Headends:
(i)  Technical manpower –                                   Nos.   0.82 lakh   

(ii)  Production Staff (5 per headend) –               Nos.    0.35 lakh
(iii) Back office and adm (15 per headend) -       Nos.   1.05 lakh 

(c)    Indirect Employment – Supporting Services

(i)           Local News Generation -                                 Nos 0.5 lakh
(ii) Local programme production houses -            Nos. 1.0 lakh
(iii) Small manufacturing units –                           Nos.  0.20 lakh

(iv) Technical Support Services,
        Installation services, consultants Engineers etc.     Nos. 0.10
     (v)       Hardware distribution companies.                 Nos.  0.75

                                                             Grand Total:                 Nos. 19.32 Lakh   

                                                                                                 (Approx- 20 lakh)

